
 
 

 

        

Small community grants 2019/20 
 
The Authority’s Communities Small Grant doesn’t seem so small in the hands of our marvellously 
inventive communities.  With only £11k to spend in total and a maximum award of £1.5k, Peak 
District communities have used the grant to: 
 

 deliver high speed broadband to Abney and Abney Grange  

 run a ‘Walkers are Welcome’ event in Bradfield, and a ‘Day of Dance’ in Bakewell 

 purchase new seating for Froggatt Chapel and new tables for Warslow Village Hall  

 commemorate WW1 at Bradfield Church with a beautiful light display, and at Youlgrave with 
an intricate stained glass sculpture 

 install a new digital sound system at Meerbrook Village Hall 

 get planting at Bakewell in Bloom and at the Nightingale Centre in Great Hucklow where the 
new fruit garden will be grown, harvested and cooked by visiting children  

 publish the second volume of ‘A History of Taddington’ 

 give a new door, new paintwork and a new life for the old red phone box in little Hucklow 
which now houses the defibrillator   

 at Hollinsclough School, learn about the hand bell tradition, learn to play, and perform in the 
community 

 
The grant fund is available for 2019/20, with a focus on The Year of Green Action.  Please contact 
adele.metcalfe@peakdistrict.gov.uk with your ideas.  
 
The Abney Broadband Project 
 
Abney is not the first Peak District Community to do DIY broadband.  Neighbours on the other side 
of Abney Moor set up Hucklow Net in 2014 to extend the broadband that had been delivered to the 
school, to the rest of the community.  Residents in Abney meanwhile had years of frustration ‘going 
round in circles’ with BT and Digital Derbyshire, until finally, last year, it was realised that their only 
option for high speed broadband was to do it themselves – literally to lay their own cable to link 
Abney with the Hucklow Net system that currently terminates at the gliding club. 
 
Resident Ed Westgate has led the project and early on contacted the Authority to apply for a £1500 
grant and seek advice.  He persuaded all but 2 residents to ‘buy in’ (£800 each), negotiated 
agreements and legal wayleaves with landowners, organised DCC to dig the road crossings and 
with the help and advice of Hucklow Net purchased the broadband fibre cable and associated 
equipment. As well as the grant, the Authority’s main role was to agree a route across the Moor 
that didn’t impact on the wildlife or landscape.  In the end it was Abney Moor’s hidden archaeology 
that became the main stumbling block and prompted a re-think of the original route. It’s not quite 
finished but the main cable is laid and it’s currently being fed into individual properties.  When it’s 
finished, no-one will see a thing, but residents in Abney will have super-fast, first class broadband.  
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Broadband cable going across the moor 

The starting point – from 
Hucklow Gliding Club – and the 
end point - into homes at Abney 
and Abney Grange. 


