
Milestones 

 

As I was reflecting what to write this month, I was struck by how surrounded I seem to be 
at present by milestones of various kinds. Nationally, recent lockdown changes feel like an 
important milestone, as the world continues its battle with the COVID pandemic. And 
although triggered by a tragedy that should never have happened, the Black Lives Matter 
protests feel to me like a milestone in our global and national awareness. As a Church, re-
opening our buildings for private prayer, and the prospect of church services again soon, 
feel like milestones that are welcomed by some, but certainly not by all. And personally, 
Richard and I are informed almost daily of milestones in the life of our grandson, who has 
recently rolled over and taken his first steps – if that is the right word – towards crawling. 
 
Milestones are traditionally markers on a journey, but such markers can be either 
encouraging or alarming, or sometimes both. They can show us how far we have come, 
but they can also show us how far we have to go. For example, the Black Lives Matter 
protests draw our attention to some of the history that has shaped our nation, and also 
demand that we take responsibility for where we want to be going.  
 
As I read the Bible, I am aware of how often the Bible speaks of ‘you’ plural, and how 
rarely it mentions ‘you’ singular. The Bible teaches that we belong together, with one 
another and with the whole of Creation. One of my prayers is that the milestones I have 
mentioned will wake us up, globally and nationally, to an awareness that we are all on a 
journey together, and that we have the ability and the responsibility to shape that journey, 
for good or ill, by the steps we take.  
 
As a Christian, I believe that a journey which leaves many behind, without the resources 
they need for life, is not a journey we should seek. A Bishop friend of mine, who died a few 
years ago, used so say that when we buy Fairtrade goods we are caring for our sisters 
and brothers today, and when we buy organic we are caring for our sisters and brothers 
tomorrow. Many politicians, and voices in business, are beginning to call for us to Build 
Back Better, to shape our economies according to a New Green Deal. My prayer is that as 
individuals and nations we will all choose wisely, not only for ourselves but for our brothers 
and sisters today and tomorrow. 
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