
February 2021 – New growth 

 
Soon after Christmas each year, I begin searching my garden, and the natural world around me, 
for signs of spring growth. I watch eagerly for the first bulbs beginning to show through in flower 
beds and lawn, and for the first buds on various hedgerow species. This year I am waiting to see 
which of the many bulbs I planted last year will come up, and which I planted in the wrong place, or 
have rotted, or been eaten. Last autumn I also took numerous cuttings from hedgerow species 
such as blackthorn and flowering current, intending to grow a thick, wildlife hedge, and so I’m 
searching almost daily for signs of life from them, so I can get new cuttings underway if I need to. 
And since we’ve only been in our present garden for a year, I’m still hoping for surprises, for things 
growing in the garden that we didn’t notice last year. 
 
As I watch for signs of spring around me, I am immensely grateful for the miracle of life and growth. 
I feel my spirits lifted by each sign of new life. And I am sure that God longs for new life and new 
growth in my life as well as in my garden. For Christians the season of Lent, which begins on Ash 
Wednesday on 17th February, is traditionally a time for looking for ways to help our faith grow, by 
taking time to focus on God. Traditionally Christians have given up something during Lent, but 
there are lots of other ways to help our faith grow as well, or instead.  
 
When I was a child, I can remember being told to ‘Count my blessings,’ and for several years I 
have joined in with the Christian Aid ‘Count Your Blessings’ Lent Appeal, which encourages people 
to notice things they are grateful for, and to give a donation to help those who do not have many of 
the things we can so easily take for granted. This year, after what has been a very hard year for 
many, many people, several of our churches across Hope Valley are going to be focusing on the 
things that we are thankful for. And as we hopefully join together with our communities in sharing 
the things – big and small - that have lifted our spirits, my prayer is that we will all grow in new 
ways in our appreciation of one another, and of God’s love for us all. 
 
 

Yours in Christ,   
Louise Petheram 

rev.louise.p@gmail.com      01433 621918  
 
If you would like to sign up to receive the regular newsletters from our churches, please go to  
https://mailchi.mp/5a743eda749e/hope-castleton-bradwell-newsletter  
or email me and I can sign you up. 
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