
April 2021 – A year and a bit 

 
Recently someone asked me to reflect on the fifteen months since I moved from Youlgrave to the 
Hope Valley, to the Hope, Castleton and Bradwell Benefice. So here’s my attempt. 
 
If you had suggested to us two years ago that Richard and I would ever move from Youlgrave, we 
would probably both have laughed at you. However, I have learned over most of a lifetime that 
God’s plans and mine don’t always match up, and that I can only be truly happy if I follow God’s 
plans rather than mine. So when we began to feel a sense that God meant us to be in the Hope 
Valley rather than Youlgrave it was irresistible, if not altogether welcome! 
 
We arrived in Bradwell in January 2020, pleased to see our dog, Barney, enjoying the large 
garden, and with me feeling very much that I was groping forward in the dark without a clue where 
I was going, except that it felt right to be here. A few weeks on, just as I was beginning to be able to 
put some faces and names together, we found ourselves in the first national COVID lockdown.  
 
Of course, it probably wouldn’t have mattered if I had known where I thought I was going, since the 
last year or so has been for me, like for our churches in general, a steep learning curve of learning 
how to ‘be church’ in completely unfamiliar territory. That learning is ongoing. But I have felt 
blessed in many, many ways: blessed that we have been forced into learning new ways of 
communicating that I believe we should have learned years ago; blessed by PCCs and 
congregations who have embraced willingly all the new things I have thrown at them; blessed 
above all by church communities who seem to share my vision for churches that work together, 
that are willing to learn, and are willing to seek out new ways of making the gospel ‘good news’ 
relevant to people everywhere today.  
 
On a personal level, like virtually everyone else we have missed being able to see family, and 
missed too being able to see our friends from Youlgrave. But we have felt blessed by being in the 
middle of some of our favourite places, with walks that we have enjoyed since we were university 
students, actually in my parishes. Gardening has been both a challenge and a delight, since the 
vicarage garden is large, and does not appear to have had much gardening done in it for many 
years. Having spent a year ‘finding’ it, this year we are much more focused on planting, with plants 
for pollinators, a wildlife hedge and a pond being top priorities. 
 
Looking forward, I am certainly hoping to be able to see family and friends again. But I have no 
wish to ‘return to normal.’ My prayer is for a kinder future, that puts the needs of the planet first, 
and gives us a fighting chance of avoiding the next pandemic. 
 

Yours in Christ,   
Louise Petheram 

rev.louise.p@gmail.com      01433 621918  
 
If you would like to sign up to receive the regular newsletters from our churches, please go to  
https://mailchi.mp/5a743eda749e/hope-castleton-bradwell-newsletter  
or email me and I can sign you up. 
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