
June 2021 – Doing our bit 

 
While I am writing this, I can look out my window at the vicarage lawn, which for the past few 
weeks has been awash with dandelions, attracting bumblebees and hoverflies on even the 
gloomiest of days. 
 
This year Richard and I are supporting the Plantlife initiative, ‘No Mow May,’ also supported by the 
National Trust. It is one of those very simple win-win situations. We save the effort of mowing the 
lawn for a month, and the bees and other pollinators have an increased chance of survival – which 
is also good for us, of course. 
 
We left a small patch of the vicarage lawn uncut from about June last year, and immediately 
wished we had thought to do so sooner, as we spent the rest of the summer saying, ‘Oooh look, 
there’s a ….’ or ‘I wonder what flower that is?’ and looking it up. This year, we have decided to 
leave about half the lawn uncut throughout the summer, and already I am spotting species that I 
did not see last year. And day by day it is growing into a more beautiful spot to relax in! 
 
We can all do our bit to help our planet, and by doing so also help some the poorest people in the 
world who are being hardest hit by the twin crises of the climate and ecological emergencies. It can 
be as simple as not cutting our lawn for a bit, avoiding using pesticides, or changing our diet. This 
year, the Church of England is encouraging churches and individuals to take part in ‘Love your 
Burial Ground Week’ in June. Churchyards and burial grounds are often havens for all kinds of 
wildlife, as they are often free from the pesticide use and intensive management practices that 
have damaged or destroyed many species elsewhere. Love Your Burial Ground Week encourages 
us all to visit our local churchyards, to enjoy and celebrate the nature we find there. There are also 
opportunities to help record the nature present in our ‘patch.’  You can find out more at 
https://www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk/get-involved/love-your-burial-ground-week/ 
 
Meanwhile, I am looking forward to enjoying a summer ‘lawn’ that will probably be a far cry from 
the fragrant, vibrant meadows I remember from childhood, humming and buzzing with colour and 
life, but which I know will move a step nearer year by year. And my prayer is that as more people 
join in to help nature recover, we will all begin to remember what we have lost, and work to bring it 
back. For the good of us all. 
 

Yours in Christ,   
Louise Petheram 

rev.louise.p@gmail.com      01433 621918  
 
If you would like to sign up to receive the regular newsletters from our churches, please go to  
https://mailchi.mp/5a743eda749e/hope-castleton-bradwell-newsletter  
or email me and I can sign you up. 
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